1916

Comarques, Saturday, January ist.

Masterman had lunch with me and R. Ross joined us. Master-
man said that in the still-existing crisis, McKenna and Runciman
had both actually resigned, as they could not get a guarantee
that the army should not be allowed to exceed a given total,
they being convinced that we could not financially carry on
unless a strict limit was set. Asquith then implored, etc.,
wrote letters etc., and the subject was reopened.

Wednesday, January 5^.

After an immense day's work on Monday I came to London
with M. yesterday.

At night my second visit to " Romance " with Doris Keane
in it. She played even better than before. She has a most
powerful personality. Yet afterwards in her loge, she told us
that she thought she had played rottenly. After 9 perform-
ances the previous week she had got gastritis and had taken
practically nothing but hot water for 4 days. She is a very
attractive woman.

Saturday, January i$th.

I went to London Wednesday and returned Friday and was ill
nearly all the time with dyspepsia-. Edward Garnett lunched
with me on Wednesday. He said he had an important matter
to discuss. It was a project for a weekly id. political paper to
tell the truth about politics. He wanted me to give up every-
thing and edit it; also to start it, and organise it. He had
the title, and a plan of contents, including chiefly a series of
" Fables for Liberals ". He had written the first fable himself.
When I asked him what he would do, he said he only meant to
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